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A LETTER FROM OUR CEO

Looking Beyond the 

Scoreboard

2025 has been a year of growth, challenge and opportunity 

for Onside Soccer.

Across London, Belfast and beyond, we have continued to 

use football as a platform to build relationships, develop 

character and create opportunities for children and young 

people who may otherwise be overlooked.

Every week we see the power of belonging. We see confidence 

grow, friendships develop and young people begin to 

recognise their own potential. While football remains the 

vehicle that brings people together, the real impact happens 

through the relationships that are formed on and beyond the 

pitch.

This year our programmes have continued to reach children 

and young people from a wide range of backgrounds. Some 

face social isolation, poverty, additional needs, family 

challenges or barriers to participation. Others simply need a 

safe place where they feel valued, supported and 

encouraged. Through consistent coaching, mentoring and 

positive role models, we have sought to create environments 

where every young person can thrive.

Alongside direct delivery, 2025 has also been a year of 

development for our organisation. We have strengthened 

partnerships, expanded opportunities and continued to refine 

our long-term vision. Our focus remains on creating 

sustainable pathways that help young people grow not only 

as players, but as people.

None of this would be possible without the dedication of our 

staff, volunteers, coaches, trustees, churches, schools, 

supporters and funding partners. Their commitment enables 

us to continue investing in communities and supporting the 

next generation.

As you read this report, I hope you see more than statistics 

and activities. I hope you see stories of belonging, resilience, 

growth and hope. Most importantly, I hope you see the 

potential that exists when communities come together 

around young people.

Thank you for being part of the journey.

Paul Harbinson

Chief Executive Officer

Onside Soccer

“Football is the 
vehicle.  

Relationships are 

the foundation”
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2025 

AT A GLANCE
Across London, Belfast and beyond, Onside Soccer 

continued to use football as a vehicle for belonging, 

character development and positive change. Here's a 

snapshot of the year.

1,420 +
CHILDREN AND YOUNG 

PEOPLE ENGAGED

680+
SESSIONS DELIVERED

2,400 +
VOLUNTEER HOURS OF 

DELIVERY

94%
YOUNG PEOPLE REPORT 

FEELING MORE CONFIDENT

5 
COUNTRIES WHERE WE 

WORK

36
COACHES AND 

VOLUNTEERS
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OUR PROJECTS

Across London, Belfast and beyond, Onside Soccer uses football as a vehicle to build relationships, develop 

character and create opportunities. Through a range of community, inclusion, mentoring and leadership 

programmes, we create safe and supportive environments where children, young people and adults can 

belong, grow and thrive. While each programme serves a different audience, all are united by a shared 

commitment to people, purpose and long-term positive change.
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OUR IMPACT
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STORIES OF CHANGE
Statistics help us understand the scale of our work, but they only tell part of the story. The real 

impact of Onside Soccer is found in the lives of the children, young people and families we 

support. These stories offer a glimpse into the difference that football, mentoring and trusted 

relationships can make.

FROM PLAYER TO COACH

For many young people, football is often the 

beginning of a much bigger journey. Through our 

Young Coaches pathway, young people develop 

leadership skills, gain coaching experience and 

become positive role models within their 

communities.

Participants are supported to take on responsibility, 

build confidence and progress into volunteering, 

qualifications and employment opportunities. By 

investing in young leaders today, we are helping 

create the coaches, mentors and community leaders 

of tomorrow.

RYAN’S STORY

Ryan joined Onside Soccer at the age of nine. Living 

with autism and experiencing significant behavioural 

challenges, he initially found it difficult to engage 

consistently in activities and build positive 

relationships.

Through regular attendance and trusted 

relationships, Ryan gradually grew in confidence and 

began to thrive within the programme.

Football provided a positive environment where he 

could develop friendships, improve his wellbeing and 

experience success.

Today, Ryan is a valued member of the Onside 

community and is beginning to progress into our 

leadership pathway.

“I'm so grateful to Onside for giving both my boys opportunities to become Young Coaches, coach locally, 
attend holiday camps and take part in overseas coaching tours. Onside supported them to gain their FA 

qualifications and both went on to study Sport Science at university. One is now a secondary school PE 

teacher, while the other has worked at the Juventus Academy in Bahrain and now performs analysis and 

scouting work with Premiership and Championship clubs. Onside coaching looked good on every 

application and helped open doors for their future."

Richard

Parent, Carshalton
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IMPACT HIGHLIGHTS
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WHAT YOUNG PEOPLE SAY

"The trips to Northern Ireland were a great experience and something I will never forget.

It was my first time visiting Northern Ireland and we had the opportunity to see places such as the 

Giant's Causeway, the Titanic Museum, Stormont and the Peace Wall. We also toured the Northern 

Ireland national stadium and learned about the history of football in Ireland.

As well as playing against strong teams and winning a tournament, I enjoyed spending time with 

teammates, sharing rooms, making new friends and experiencing new places together.

The coaching sessions helped me improve as a player and the whole experience helped me grow in 

confidence. The trips gave me opportunities that I would not normally have had and created memories 

that will stay with me for a long time.“

Stephen B.  

Onside Soccer Participant

“The trips gave me opportunities that I would not normally have 
had and created memories that will stay with me for a long 

time.“
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FAITH IN 

ACTION

FOOTBALL IS THE VEHICLE.  RELATIONSHIPS 

ARE THE FOUNDATION.
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ONSIDE PLUS
EXPLORING FAITH, BUILDING COMMUNITY

Onside Plus creates opportunities for 

young people and adults to explore 

questions of faith, purpose and life in a 

welcoming and supportive environment.

Through events, discussions, guest 

speakers and shared experiences, we 

provide space where people can ask 

questions, build relationships and explore 

faith at their own pace.

“I really enjoy Onside Plus.  The activities are cool and I 
like the guests.  Ged Armstrong came over from Belfast 

and his story is amazing.  I also loved going to Toca Social 

with my friends.”    Finn

In 2025, Onside Plus included guest speakers such as Ged Armstrong, a themed discussion evening inspired by The Traitors, 

and community trips including a visit to Toca Social at The O2.(pictured above)
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PROJECT PLAYMAKER
Project Playmaker uses football as a vehicle to build relationships, develop character 

and create opportunities for children and young people across Belfast. Through 

mentoring, leadership development and trusted adult support, we help young people 

grow in confidence, make positive choices and realise their potential.
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OUR IMPACT IN BELFAST
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ONSIDE GIRLS
Creating safe, inclusive spaces where girls can play, 

grow in confidence and reach their potential

WHY GIRLS' FOOTBALL MATTERS
Girls are often less likely than boys to participate regularly in sport, particularly during their 

teenage years. Onside Girls provides a welcoming environment where girls can develop football 

skills, build confidence and form lasting friendships. Through positive coaching, encouragement 

and teamwork, participants are supported to believe in themselves and achieve more both on 

and off the pitch.
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BEYOND BORDERS
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